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Not sure if art, 2012

lllustration (A2 size, 297 X 420 mm,

5 colour screen print on Sirio 350gsm,
signed, numbered edition of 50, framed)

According to Know Your Meme, the “Futurama Fry / Not sure if”
meme “is an image macro series that uses a still of Fry from the
TV show Futurama squinting his eyes, and is typically paired with
overlaid text using a phrasal template. The top line reads “Not sure
if X”, with “or just Y” as the
bottom line, and it is used to
represent an internal
monologue.” The internet meme
started in 2011 and has never
lost popularity. Lewis used this
simple yet effective template to
make a humorous, clever
commentary on the nature of
art, appropriation and copyright
in the Internet age.

ALED LEWIS (UK, BORN 1982) IS A DESIGNER,
ILLUSTRATOR AND AUTHOR BASED IN LONDON,
ENGLAND. HE MOVED TO LONDON FROM
PORTSMOUTH IN 2005 TO STUDY GRAPHIC DESIGN
AND HAS LIVED AND WORKED THERE EVER SINCE.
ALED IS A LIFE-LONG GAMER: INFLUENCED AND
INSPIRED BY COMICS, FILM AND TELEVISION. His
FAVOURITE SHOWS ARE ARRESTED DEVELOPMENT,
CURB YOUR ENTHUSIASM AND BREAKING BAD. HE
LOVES JURASSIC PARK. HIS CLIENTS INCLUDE
PoLAroID, GQ, GAP, NEW YORK TIMES, URBAN
OUTFITTERS, PENGUIN, VICE AND SONY. HE IS A
GEMINI. MORE INFO: WWW.ALEDLEWIS.COM.






,.‘| Cat Slap Joy Division, 2011
u-| Video, 1:57 min,
.| http://youtu.be/lJlualhdUpc

,_-| Cat Slap Joy Division juxtaposes some weird found footage of a man
| slapping his cats on an ironing board with the song Atmosphere by
ﬁ' the Joy Division, resulting in a strangely compelling short film.

g .| WITH 70 VIDEOS UPLOADED TO YOUTUBE SINCE The work gets its hypnotic power

:‘I AucusT 2006, DENNIS LOGAN (SPATULAQ07) IS A from the contrast between'the

. .I QUITE ACTIVE YOUTUBE USER, BUT CAT SLAP Joy happy mood of the mysterious
’) DIVISION 1S ONE OF HIS TOP HIT. THE "ABOUT" slapper and the dar|.<, depressed
@ SECTION OF HIS ACCOUNT READS: "THE BEST OF tun.e that accompanies the
SUPERGUN CINEMA AND CINEMA SPATULA SHORT action. 59’"6, very close
FILMS AND MISC VIDEOS. SEE AND HEAR THE synchronizations of the slap

! MOVIES EVERYONE IS NEVER TALKING ABOUT... FOR rhythm WIth the dl'UITIS pattern
of the song do the rest.

A REASON.” MORE INFO: he vi H ¢ .
WWW.YOUTUBE.COM/USER/SPATULAOQ7/. The video has been e.atured in
dozens of web magazines and

blogs, and since it appeared in October 2011, it has been viewed by
more than 400.000 people.
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The Importance Of Being Context, 2014
Web project, online archive

The Importance of Being Context is an online archive that collects a
series of well known art performances, mainly from the 60’s and
the 70’s. In the archive, video documentation of works by Marina

VALERIA MANCINELLI (IT, BORN 1986) Is A
CONTEMPORARY ART CURATOR. SINCE 2008 SHE IS
PART OF THE INDEPENDENT SPACE FOR
CONTEMPORARY ARTS S.A.L.E. DOCKS AND
CO-FOUNDER OF THE PROJECT TRIAL VERSION.

SHE HAS CURATED DIFFERENT EXHIBITIONS
INCLUDING GREEN DESIRE, SPAZIO SASSETTI,
MiLANO 201 I; A LINKING PARK, FONDAZIONE
SANDRETTO RE REBAUDENGO, TORINO 2013; AND
EcHO BACK, |ARACH GALLERY, VENICE 2013.

ROBERTO FASSONE (IT, BORN 1986) MAKES WORKS
THAT EXPLORE AND QUESTION THE NOTION OF ART
AND GAMES, THE PROCESSES REGULATING THEM
BOTH, AND THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE TWO.
HE WORKS MAINLY WITH VIDEO, INSTALLATION
AND LIVE PERFORMANCE, AND HE IS THE CREATOR
OF s1B1 (2012 - ONGOING), A SOFTWARE
ENDLESSLY GENERATING INSTRUCTIONS THAT CAN
BE TURNED INTO ARTWORKS. HE HOLDS AN BA
FROM TURIN POLITECNICO, AND AN MA FROM
[UAV UNIVERSITY, VENICE. SINCE 2009, HE HAS
EXHIBITED IN VARIOUS SHOWS IN ITALY AND
ABROAD. MORE INFO: WWW.JAMAICAINROMA.COM

Abramovic, Vito Acconci, Bruce
Nauman and the like is replaced
by YouTube videos in which
different individuals perform
actions unwittingly similar to
those in the original performance
in question. The work is an open
invitation to think about
performance, its proximity to
everyday life, the importance of
the artistic context in turning a
simple action into an art work,
and the uncanny valley between
art performance protocols and
popular games.
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Biker falls into river while crossing bridge in Madhya Pradesh - YouTube
& https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LgpAUrcJfC8
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§ UCHING and FEELING.

Vito Acconci
Openings
(1970)

Bas Jan Ader
Fall 1
(1977)

Bas Jan Ader

Fall 2

1977) 4
%7z -
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w
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mBEING CONTEXT

umentation of the performances of several well known
| with some exceptions from the 50's of Gutai's works.
| ¥ of sharing a part of this experience on Link Cabinet,

we enjoyed looking for them.

Bas Jan Ader
Broken Fall (Organic)
(1978)

Allan Kaprow
Yard
(1967)

Barry Le Va
Velocity Piece #1
(1969)

Richard Long
ALine Made By Walking
(1970)

Bruce Nauman
Bouncing Two Balls Between
the Floor and Ceiling with
Changing Rhytms

(1967)

Marina Abramovic, Rhytm 10 (The Star) 1973 (still from video)
Saburo Murakami, Passing Through 1956 (still from video)

6l

Installation view at Link Cabinet, September 2 - 26, 2014. http:/linkcabinet.eu/
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New Lyrics for 0ld Songs, 2014
Ongoing series of digital prints

Mark McEvoy’s work analyses the nature of image making and the
concept of authorship in the contemporary age. His Tumblr blog,
New Lyrics for 0ld Songs, is an ongoing visual project that uses
appropriation and remix as its major tools of investigation. All sorts
of found material (artworks,
photos, portraits of famous
artists, book covers, movie
screenshots) are the starting
point for a non stop visual
experimentation.

In the artist’s own words: “the project is my attempt to explore the
age-old notion of the ‘unreliable narrator’. | view the Internet as the
embodiment of that”. Also, the project seems to suggest that any
image, with an appropriate caption, can turn into an Internet meme.

MARK McEvoy's (IRL, 1973). BELFAST BORN,
UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER FINE ART GRADUATE 1997,
GLASGOW SCHOOL OF ART MFA GRADUATE 2005.
LIVES AND WORKS IN GLASGOW.

MORE INFO: HTTP:/MARKMCEVOY.TUMBLR.COM
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) Star Wars Uncut, 2009-2011

ﬂ'l Video, 125 mins.
',_1 http://starwarsuncut.com/

®

m> Star Wars Uncut is a film project Casey Pugh started in 2009. In 2010
. it won a Primetime Emmy for Outstanding Creative Achievement in
_1’ Interactive Media - Fiction. Described as “the biggest fan remake of

, all time”, Star Wars Uncut is a crazy fan mashup remake of the

'\ original Star Wars movies. The classic film Star Wars IV: A New Hope

ml (1977) was split into 480 15-second scenes, and Internet users were

! invited to choose a scene and create a remake of it within 30 days.
Each scene could be recreated in any possible way: live action,

% homemade re-enactment, stop motion, flipbooks, action figures, 3D

,'.) animation, animated ASCII art, etc. Once all 480 scenes were

@

claimed, they were
CASEY PUGH (US, BORN 1985) IS A CREATIVE

unlocked again so that more

TECHNOLOGIST AND A DEVELOPER DEDICATED TO . .

m} people could participate. About a
CREATING INTERACTIVE EXPERIENCES ON THE WEB. .

= thousand fans from 300 countries
HE 1S ONE OF THE CREATORS OF THE VIMEO VIDEO .

) ) all around the world took part in
PLAYER AND ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF VHX, A

= the process, and all the scenes

DISTRIBUTION PLATFORM THAT HELPS VIDEO . .

(_) are available online on the
CREATORS TO DISTRIBUTE, PROMOTE AND

project’s website and on
GENERATE INCOME FROM THEIR CREATIONS. .

YouTube. When the collaborative
MORE INFO: HTTP://CASEYPUGH.COM/.

process was completed, Casey
Pugh and his team - which included Aaron Valdez (video editor),
Bryan Pugh (sound design/mixing) and Jamie Wilkinson (video
narrator) - started working on the submitted to turn it into a full
feature film, that was released online to the public in January 2012.
The “Uncut” movie was generated by a computer program written
by Pugh that automatically played the highest rated rendition of
each scene, and compiled those scenes on the fly, so the movie
could change in real time depending on the ratings of users.
This makes Star Wars Uncut not just a work of crowdsourced fan
fiction, but a code-directed movie, generated online and welcomed
by the broadcast world. Lastly, the Director’s Cut is a fully edited
movie with the actual Star Wars soundtrack.

64

Screening at Aksioma Project Space, Ljubljana, August 20, 2014.

Photo: Janez Jansa
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Internet Poetry Manifesto (2011): How
social media will spawn a major
revitalization in poetry, Video, 6:35 mins.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=IrTETPYfVhQ

We All Die Eventually (2012) CARPE DIME
VIDEO.. "SIZE THE DAY" VERY ENCOURAGING,
Video, 1:37 mins.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JhKpaT0G4yg

"AN INTERNET BARD AT LAST!!I" (2013) ARS
POETICA, Video, 4:41 mins.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=YchvRnkwCbc

Steve Roggenbuck’s work focuses on building a new kind of poetry
based on Internet language, styles and aesthetics, reconnecting the
ancient art of literature with the
social potential of web
communities.

In his YouTube videos he recites
verses in a over excited voice,
holding the camera a few inches
from his face, inciting people to
embrace the Internet as a
powerful platform for self
expression and connecting with

HE HAS PUBLISHED TWO FULL-LENGTH POETRY other peoplF all over tf}e WOI:Id.
BOOKs, CRUNK JUICE (2012) AND IF U DONT As he says in a recent interview:
LOVE THE MOON YOUR AN ASS HOLE (2013),  |f We’re trying to move people
AND TWO EARLIER E-BOOKS: | AM LIKE OCTOBER " only 140 CharaCters'_ or 6
WHEN I AM DEAD (2010) AND DOWNLOAD seconds, or 500X500 pixels, our

HELVETICA FOR FREE.COM (201 1). language must be charged with
meaning. In that sense, the

internet is a game that only
poets can win. What I’m trying to do is get more poets-in the-
romantic-sense to use these platforms.”

STEVE ROGGENBUCK (US, BORN 1987) IS A POET,
BLOGGER, PERFORMER AND YOUTUBE STAR FROM
RURAL MICHIGAN. HE'S THE FIRST POET TO BE
CATALOGUED AS A MEME BY KNOW YOUR MEME.
His WORK EXPLORES (AMONG OTHER THINGS) THE
NEW FORMS THAT POETRY, HUMOR, AND
SPIRITUALITY MIGHT TAKE ON THE INTERNET. HE
HAS BEEN COVERED BY ROLLING STONE, THE NEW
YORKER, THE ATLANTIC, GAWKER, THE GUARDIAN
AMONG OTHERS. HE LIVES VEGAN AND DRUG FREE.

MORE INFO: HTTP:/LIVEMYLIEF.COM



| MAY GO INTO
ADVERTISING
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m YouTube (Staring at the Wall), 2010
0 )

Sculpture: nails in different sizes, 3 x 3 cm
,I‘l.-"

i)
&l

— ) YouTube (Staring at the Wall) is a minimal, playful wall-mounted
'-‘l work consisting in eight little nails resembling a very familiar,
) usually immaterial, image: the YouTube loading wheel, a static,
“‘] motionless icon you can do nothing but stare at. The work could be
“.I HELMUT SMITS (NL, BORN 1974) IS A d'escrl.bed. as an effective
’ visualization of Marshall
MULTIDISCIPLINARY VISUAL ARTIST BASED IN .
n) McLuhan’s infamous statement,
ROTTERDAM, THE NETHERLANDS. HE WORKS WITH " . . ”
1_-| the medium is the message”:
VIDEO, SCULPTURE AND INSTALLATION IN PUBLIC . .
AL , although apparently irrelevant if
n SPACES, AND HE S ALSO ACTIVE AS A DESIGNER. .
¥ .l compared to the contents it

HE ATTENDED THE'S-HERTOGENBOSCH ACADEMY
FOR VISUAL ARTS. SINCE 2000, HE HAS BEEN
FEATURED IN MANY GROUP AND SOLO EXHIBITIONS
IN EUROPE AND THE STATES.

MORE INFO: HTTP://HELMUTSMITS.NL/.

displays, through its discrete yet
overdesigned visual symbols
(the loading wheel, the timeline
bar) the YouTube platform ends
up becoming the true content of
itself: to the point that, while we may not remember a single video
watched on the platform, when we see a simple arrangement of a
few dots in a circle, we immediately think about YouTube.
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How Art Works? A serious movie about
problems and solutions, 2012

HD video, 12:40 mins.
www.youtube.com/watch?v=)Z-eSTuf7Ko

How Art Works? A serious movie about problems and solutions is a
thoughtful and engaging visual essay that raises important

TYMEK BOROWSKI (PL, BORN 1984) LIVES, HAS
FUN AND WORKS IN WARSAW. HE STUDIED
PAINTING AT THE ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS AND HE
HAS BEEN ACTIVE AS AN ARTIST SINCE 2005.

MORE INFO: HTTP://TYMEKBOROWSKI.COM/

PAWEL SYSIAK (PL) IS A GRAPHIC DESIGNER AND
ARTIST. HE GREW UP IN POLAND, WHERE HE
EARNED A MA AT THE WARSAW'S ACADEMY OF
FINE ARTS AND HE CURRENTLY LIVES AND WORKS
IN SAN FRANCISCO. HE IS A CO-FOUNDER OF BILLY,
AN ART GALLERY THAT WANTS TO USE INTERNET AS
A SERIOUS ART MEDIUM AND TRIES TO COME UP

WITH A NEW MODEL OF ART ECONOMY. MORE INFO:

WWW.SYSIAK.COM AND HTTP://BILLYGALLERY.COM.

questions about the quality of
today’s artworld and about the
(long lost) sincerity and
boldness of artists. The movie is
divided in three chapters: the
first one is focused on history,
explaining the evolution of art
as a social activity; the second
is an incisive analysis of the
present, a world in which the
cult of the artist’s personality
has obfuscated the things that
“really matters” about art.

The third part of the video is a
manifesto, a set of resolutions
written by the artists as a guide

to overcome this cultural impasse. The short film went viral on
YouTube, where it got more than 25.000 views.



CONCEPTUALISM ACADEMISM

YOU WILL BE
LovEp, APMIREDP
AND NOTICEPD...
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Nyan Cat 10 HOURS REACTION VIDEO!
(Yes, | actually watched it for 10 hours), 2011
Video, 10:00:26. http://youtu.be/D6etnDBV2gY

According to Know Your Meme, “Nyan Cat, also known as Pop Tart
Cat, is an 8-bit animation depicting a cat with the body of a cherry
pop tart flying through outer space. [...] the surreal humor behind
this particular combination has captivated YouTubers and online art
communities, spawning fan illustrations as well as user-interface
designs and homebrew games across multiple platforms.” The
animation was published by illustrator Chris Torres in April 2011,
and an anonymous YouTube user later set it to the well-known
Japanese Vocaloid song Nyanyanyanyanyanyanya by Japanese artist
Daniwell-P. It went immediately viral, inspiring a number of
derivative projects. Nyan Cat 10
Hours is one of them - one of
the many 10 hours videos
published on YouTube after 2011,
when the upload capacity of new accounts was (secretly) increased
to that limit.

Nyan Cat 10 Hours Reaction Video is also a reaction video (another
genre commonplace on YouTube) and crazy performance done by
an Internet user known as TheGamePro, who recorded himself
watching the famous Nyan Cat 10 Hours video for ten hours
straight. As a performance, Nyan Cat 10 Hours Reaction Video is
based on endurance, and strictly follows the rules of early
performance art, listed by Marina Abramovic as follows: “No
reharsal, no repetition, no predicted end.”

THEGAMEPRO HAS ONLY EVER UPLOADED THIS
ONE VIDEO ON YOUTUBE, GATHERING 2,526
SUBSCRIBERS AND 1,339,167 VIEWS SO FAR.
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Copyrights, 2011 - ongoing
Paintings, oil on canvas,
various dimensions

Copyrights is a lucid commentary on the notion of copyright in the
digital age, and related issues like the accumulation of big data by
corporations such as Google and copyright infringment in developing
countries. The Google Art Project (www.googleartproject.com) contains
several paintings which have had a blur filter applied to them so as
to make them unrecognisable. Google states that the paintings were
“required to be blurred by the
museums for reasons pertaining
to copyrights.” The artist
collected all of these images by
taking screenshots and cropping
out the blurred images, then
emailed them to oil painting
reproduction companies in China
(chosen for its own issues with internet censorship and for its
ongoing difficulties with Google), where they were painted to the
scale of the original painting. Shipped back to the UK, these
reproductions have become artworks in their own right.

PHIL THOMPSON (UK, BORN 1988) EARNED A BA
IN ART PRACTICE AT GOLDSMITHS, LONDON
(2007-2010) AND AN MA IN SCULPTURE AT THE
SLADE SCHOOL OF ART (2010-2012).

SINCE 2009 HE HAS EXHIBITED WIDELY IN THE UK.
HE 1s REPRESENTED BY XPO GALLERY, PARIS.
MORE INFO: WWW.PJDTHOMPSON.CO.UK
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My crappy life, in crappy 3d animation, 2010
Video, 02:12 mins. http://youtu.be/7eRBQt51VIA

Bare arsed Tedda Bear does lunch in the park, 2010
Video, 03:50 mins. http://youtu.be/vIBdGKal1Yc

My crappy life, in crappy 3d animation is a short video in which the
creator introduces herself to her audience. We see her in the garden
of her house in Adelaide, surrounded by rainbow coloured rays and
trees with strange swinging leaves. We also see her cats, dancing

WENDY VAINITY (AU, ALSO KNOWN AS
MATCATLADY, HER YOUTUBE USERNAME) IS AN
EXTREMELY CREATIVE AND PROLIFIC YOUTUBE
USER. ON HER ACCOUNT, SHE DESCRIBES HERSELF
AS "JUST A HOBBY ANIMATION SOFTWARE USER
USING READY MADE CONTENT, JUST HAVING FUN
ON MY COMPUTER AND SHARING." YET, THE 3D
ANIMATIONS MADE BY THIS SELF-TAUGHT
AUSTRALIAN HAVE AN INCREDIBLY BIZARRE, EVEN
DISTURBING EDGE, ALBEIT INFUSED WITH AN
UNDENIABLE SENSE OF HUMOR. SHE HAS UPLOADED
ALMOST 800 VIDEOS SO FAR, COLLECTING
SOMETHING LIKE 16,879 SUBSCRIBERS AND
5,124,155 VIEWS SINCE 2009, INCLUDING MANY
ART WORLD FANS. HER WORK HAS BEEN FEATURED
ON VICE, HYPERALLERGIC, DIS MAGAZINE AND
SALON AMONG OTHERS, BUT VERY LITTLE IS KNOWN
ABOUT HER, EXCEPT FOR WHAT SHE SAYS THROUGH
HER RATHER AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL WORK.

CHECK OUT HER YOUTUBE CHANNEL:
WWW.YOUTUBE. COM/USER/WENDYVAINITY.

gracefully on the bed in a zero-
gravity-like atmosphere. The
surreal, uncanny atmosphere of
the whole scene is heightened
by the soundtrack: a song based
on an Australian folk tune called
Wild Colonial Boy, performed by
a vocal synthesizer. The second
video, Bare arsed Tedda Bear
does Lunch in the park, has a
similar visual style and
soundtrack, but this time there
is no autobiography involved
and the atmosphere is
humourous and oniric: all we see
are costumed bears doing hip-
shaking dance moves on a picnic
blanket, surrounded by flying
food.
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http://editions.linkartcenter.eu/

Clouds

Domenico Quaranta, /n Your Computer, 2011
Valentina Tanni, Random, 2011

Gene McHugh, Post Internet, 2011

Brad Troemel, Peer Pressure, 2011

Kevin Bewersdorf, Spirit Surfing, 2012

Mathias Jansson, Everything | shoot Is Art, 2012
Domenico Quaranta, Beyond New Media Art, 2013
Curt Cloninger, One Per Year, 2014

In My Computer

#1 Miltos Manetas, In My Computer # 1, 2011

#2 Chris Coy, After Brad Troemel, 2013

#3 Martin Howse, Diff in June, 2013

#4 Damiano Nava, Let the Right One In, 2013

#5 Evan Roth, Since You Were Born, 2014

#6 Addie Wagenknecht, Technological Selection of Fate, 2014

Catalogues

Collect the WWWorld. The Artist as Archivist in the Internet Age, 2011.
Exhibition Catalogue. Edited by Domenico Quaranta, with texts
by Josephine Bosma, Gene McHugh, Joanne McNeil, D. Quaranta

Gazira Babeli, 2011.
Exhibition catalogue. Edited by Domenico Quaranta,
with texts by Mario Gerosa, Patrick Lichty, D. Quaranta, Alan Sondheim

Holy Fire. Art of the Digital Age, 2011.
Exhibition catalogue. Edited by Yves Bernard, Domenico Quaranta

Ryan’s Web 1.0. A Lossless Fall, 2012.
By Ryan Trecartin

RE:akt! Reconstruction, Re-enactment, Re-reporting, 2014.
Exhibition Catalogue. Edited by Antonio Caronia, Janez Jan$a, Domenico Quaranta,
with texts by Jennifer Allen, Jan Verwoert, Rod Dickinson

Born Digital, 2014.
Exhibition Catalogue. Edited by Link Art Center.



Open

Best of Rhizome 2012, 2013.
Edited by Joanne McNeil
Co-produced with Rhizome, New York (USA).

The F.A.T. Manual, 2013.
Edited by Geraldine Juarez, Domenico Quaranta.
Co-produced with MU, Eindhoven (NL).

Troika, Edited by Domenico Quaranta, 2013.
Co-produced with Aksioma - Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana (SLO).

Eternal September, 2014
Various Authors
Co-produced with Aksioma - Institute for Contemporary Art, Ljubljana (SLO)

Torque # 1. Mind, Language and Technology, 2014
Edited by Nathan Jones and Sam Skinner
Co-produced with Torque Editions (UK)

LINK Editions is a publishing initiative of the LINK Center for the Arts of the Information Age. LINK Editions uses the print on
demand approach to create an accessible, dynamic series of essays and pamphlets, but also tutorials, study notes and
conference proceedings connected to its educational activities. A keen advocate of the idea that information wants to be free, LINK
Editions releases its contents free of charge in .pdf format, and on paper at a price accessible to all. Link Editions is a not-for-profit initia-
tive and all its contents are circulated under an Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0) license.
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