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Editor’s note

Since You Were Born is a book composed of the chronological 
history of every website visited on the artist’s computer over a three 
month period beginning with the birth of his daughter Octavia 
(July 19, 2013). It thus belongs to the genre that once someone with 
a sheer fantasy and a bad taste for names called “autobotography”: 
it shows a portion of the artist’s life as it is preserved by bots – in 
this case, the “Chronology” function of the browser.

The book is dedicated to Octavia, and we have to take this 
dedication seriously. It’s not just a re-enactment of authors’ habit 
to dedicate whatever they put on paper to their loved ones; and it’s 
not a mere consequence of the fact that the book tells us about her, 
too. Reading it made me sure that Octavia is the intended reader of 
the book; the book is for her - and if she were the only reader, this 
would be a sufficient condition for the book to exist. While Roth’s 
prints and installations using the information stored in his own 
or other people’s cache are meant for public display, this book is a 
more private outcome. What you are about to read is a personal, 
intimate communication from a father to a daughter; a private 
collection of memories, something in between the diary and the 
family album. Maybe one day the Roth family will go through 
it, sitting on the sofa, commenting on a link and the memories 
triggered by them. “Look, this is when you didn’t poo for two 
days – we were so worried!” Like pictures in a family album, it will 
trigger memories that  weren’t intended to be pictured and saved, 
and that the image or the link will make re-appear vividly in mind 
– like that Breaking Bad episode downloaded and watched the 
night that the baby could’t sleep.
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And yet, this is not a diary. The whole book can be seen as a found, 
unintended picture of the artist and his life beyond the screen. 
It was taken by Mozilla Firefox, namely to allow him to rapidly go 
back to his browsing history if needed - and, more covertly, to store 
information about the human beyond that IP address. It explores a 
form of portraiture commonly addressed as “profiling”. On a very 
basic level, it makes it visible to us. Like all Roth’s work based on 
the cache, it has a biopolitical relevance for the very fact to make 
the invisible visible. It shows us that, when we are sitting in front of 
our screen, we are in fact inhabiting a corporate controlled space 
where every single thing we do goes noticed – or, at least, noted. 
Maybe we already know this, maybe not – but in both cases – it 
makes it visible through the effectiveness of a familiar artifact – a 
book, an image. 

At another level, the book questions the effectiveness of profiling 
as a form of portraiture. How much does the big G actually know 
about us? How much of this detailed record of an individual’s 
browsing activity is relevant to portray him / her? How much is 
negligible, uninteresting or even deceptive?

Finally, Since You Were Born offers a picture of the web, taken at 
an instant that is meaningful in the personal life of one of its users, 
but completely random in the life of the medium, and from a 
very specific point of view (a single user’s computer) that is rarely 
shared. While I’m writing, Facebook lets me know that today the 
web has turned 25. Although the internet is a bit older, it’s still in its 
infancy in terms of a successful medium usual lifespan. Twenty-five 
years after the invention of print, people were still making books 
in the way they used to make them in the Middle Ages: precious, 
hyper-decorated, and with elegant, Gothic typefaces. We call these 
books “incunabula”. It took about fifty years for people to fully 
understand the democratic potential of print; and it took centuries 
to make this potential really effective. The web we experienced in 
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1994 is, twenty years later, archeology; and so it will the web as we 
are experiencing it now, in twenty years. 

In twenty years, Octavia will be 21, and probably an active web 
user, if we will still be using such words as “web” and “user”. And 
from this book (yes, books will still be around and won’t look like 
archeological remains) she will learn something about herself, her 
family and the place where her parents were spending most of their 
time in 2014. And so will your children as well.

                – Domenico Quaranta

Written in Carrara, Italy, March 12, 2014, from 8.46 to 12.25 AM, 
while sitting in an hotel room (online), a park bench (offline) and a 
classroom (online). 
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